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d e“ wSael A j"s5^n PPWL for meo,a cooperation ™ xeeping spy secrets 

WASHINGTON 

Thursday and appealed^for Vews ^rganUat ions^o Securit/ A 9 enc V shifted gears 
tnttllig.nct iSI. they clal, nave cost ° oth ton??,™' ln efforts «« 
taxpayer dollars. oin f1tJI " an llves and Pillions of 

^ 5 IA O jJiector Uilliaw Casey ann nsa chlef , . ron - P 

J01nt ^terTTew at CIA headquarters olaved rtnjTTTT WlUla( " Qt3om - If1 a unique 
criminal prosecution against neus oroinlllt.nn. e,r r8c8nt thr6ats 
warning they had issued only the niant hef 0 V» Fn l 8V ?" “c**" slightly off a 
espionage trial of former NSA ™ 

The Associated Press”™ Ltes" 1 words^- ^,- 81185 a 9 reea to the Interview with 
volume and have a serious dialogue. '“'lie have^ “t nolse . level » turn down the 
as we might be,"Casev sain »i«rt r \u“ e ^ n ^ en * 11,3(36 ourselves alwavs as riM» 8 

hysterica 8 ! aoou’t the'thfng,' sayfng wyVe trvinn^V" 1 '' the » r8 » very 

and scuttle the freedom of. the press We're^nnf , ear \ up thc Fir st Amendment^ 
intelligence officials annealed t-n P „’„„5a.« re not tr y 3f1 g to do that. “The 
intelligence-gathering te?hniq2es to call the^cii^f 0 ” st ° rles whlch involve 
equipment! 9 * 11 rl#h liVeS ° r Remise 

issues w fthou t "re veal i ng U un fque ** *f raa fie *na f * "T 8 range of naU °nal security 
said. 9 uruque ’ fp agile national intelligence sources," Gates 

Casey added, "We will work with you on that line r 
narrow line we're treading here and thP-sonc a..* 1 . 1 ? 8, W1S 1 ^ou'd make clear the 
rights and needs and contributions of fhp^nr tlV i P y we have t0 the broader 

th6ir 6xtra ordinary actions^of ^he^las^ S8y 8nd . ° d0in sald the ^ were 
said, a series of recent sionais int-in. e , several weeks because Odom 

«ethnh St s t r ‘ ous “ a ca " remtmder in a long ^ona ° V f f tt ’ 8 last sl * "°"ths is 
..thdd we nave of odtaining ihtelUgence^u^e^Vo^^i^^^^^ch 

commun 1 cat 1 ons ^apaouTues 'have D P r° t0 a 9 , raph:C ' our elec '- r otuc, our 
severely damaged Oy disclosures of senslll 888 ' 6veryQ " e of them lias oeen 

aav :;: sries us . 

importantly, AMrl’cans' 1 ' inVoV*’ "nauoMrsec"' 1 t 8 ‘ Uions of aollar s snd, more 

X details! ra 3ft8r Ts - 

r inX Zud °%izr:rzz u :r\ ,nsuti " a - 

recent request that NSC News he orns.rn^n / r8luctan t to comply with Caseys 
Soviet Union adout an expensive techni^ t,,at 'elton toll the 

J American submarines. d eav esdroppmg involving the 
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Although Odom presented a legal memorandum arguing that news organizations 
could be prosecuted under a 1950 statute for publishing material about li c 
communications intelligence, the Justice Department has used the law oniu 
against government employees who spied and never against a news organisation 


The Justice Department sources said that although the law might apply 
circumstances to news organisations, the Justice Department believed that 
would be very difficult to win a conviction of such a defendant. 


in some 

it 


Odom said he would recommend prosecution of journalists with "the Greatest 
reluctance" and that the combination of the law and his oath to orotect 

SQur *- e s P resented hlm wl th "a very uncomfortable dilemma "A dav 
earlier, Casey and Odom had cautioned reporters at the Pelton trial in 
•against speculation and reporting details Deyono the lnfor.atinn W" , B 1 wtll " ore 
released at trial. "Legal experts, inside and outside the f govern«e„t nu^l!, 

S?ganua°tion" at 30Ver "" CTt Ma -Wt. VculatiV^n L 


Although they complained about the criticism of their statement, both Caseu 
and Odom tempered the remarks a bit on Thursday. 010 Cas8y 

"If I had it to do over again, I might not use that word, "Casey said "I 

U ri e rVJ r ,i^ UUon ;" 0a °" aaaea - " There ' s Id there that says ue're 

going to try to prosecute anybody based on speculation. "They were asked whv in 
the Pelton trial the governeent is attempting to orotect Informant f *" 
Uldely Known to u.s. reporters ana widely Pelleved to be Known to fn. o™,!! 

EmOassy here" U.S. argents TttUpfciHt' tt.*** 8 ??"* 


Gates respdnded: "How does any member of the press know what the 

know: Does anyone m the media have any penetrations of the (Soviet) KGB (snv 

amnHf A nn t i ie y dQr1t kf10w the de 9 ree to which the information they provide 
amplifies on what a spy may have given', confirms what a spy mav have ofven nr 

updates what a spy has given up."0dom added that the government was Meed with 
the danger of giving up seemingly innocuous pieces of information "fact Sv fact 
until you cross through the line without every knowing it, and the ? V 1 


accumulation of facts adds up to a new body of information. "He said, however, 
that he had a responsibility not to clarify m public, as opposed to within the 
administration or in secret testimony to Congress, how that process mav have 
occurred with past leaks. 7 


And the offrcials were reluctant to provide publicly what Casey said werp 
"dozens even hundreds of examples of damage from leaks." He did say that after 
news organizations reported about U.S. eavesdropping on a communication line in 
Beirut "that traffic stopped, undermining our ability to deter future attacks 
which did occur. "Casey said providing examples was very difficult because it ’ 
tended to confirm information for adversaries. He acknowledged, however that 
any trial of a news organization would likely provide similar confirmation. 

Thus, he said, a decision to go to trial would involve a difficult balancmq 
of competing interests. y 

The officials said they also were attempting to curb leakers inside the 
government. Among the actions they said were being debated were a greater use of 
polygraphs in leak investigations and a more active effort in such probes by the 

i D i • 
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Casey laid the blame for increased leaks on "a breakdown i « h, c , , 

government primarily." He said this coincides with a rise , "the to P 10 the 
threats in this terrorist ramoaoe "Nevertheipcc r aca . ® tempo of 

U.S. intellig«*c* agency he tH!miu£ uiti l?'n C se ! achnoule ^ that every 
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